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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Ancient Buddhist manuscripts exhibited in PH 



Prayers offered before the unveiling of the Gandharan Buddhist 
manuscripts exhibit (inset). Reverend Abbot Seek Tuan Yin, head of 
the Seng Guan Buddhist Temple (left), and Venerable Phrabommasith, 
Buddhist Minister of Thailand (center, with microphone). 


whereto 


Places by Alfred Marasigan 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Roxas Blvd. cor. Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. 
CCP Complex, Pasay City 
^until April 10 ®832-1125 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

A Taste of Gutai: Lito and Kim 
Camacho Collection 

Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
^until April 10 @759-8288 

^hel lo@ayalamuseum.org 

Dido Gustilo-Villasor: Puno’t Dulo 

Unit312-A, LRI Design Plaza 
210 N. Garcia St., Bel-Air 
Makati City 

^until April 11 @0922-8878757 

^jungphilippines@yahoo.com 

SAMINiA Free Multimedia Exhibit 

University of the Philippines, Diliman 
Quezon City !i^until April 12 

www.facebook.com/SAMINexhibit 

Hanging by a Thread 

The Picasso Boutique Serviced 
Residences, 119 LP Leviste St. 
Salcedo Village Makati City 
^until April 14 @828-4774 

@Art Informal 
277 Connecticut St. 

Greenhills East, Mandaluyong City 
•Eugenia Alcaide: Insidious 
•Lubin Nepomuceno: Mending Wall 
^until April 16 @725-8518 

Blue House:A Frida KahloTribute Show 

Vinyl on Vinyl Gallery 

2135 Chino RocesAve., Makati City 

^until April 16 

www.facebook.com/Vi ny l-on-Vi nyl 

@Jorge B.Vargas Museum 
University of the Philippines 
Roxas Ave., Diliman, Quezon City 
• Mito ng Akiasang Basi by Roberto 
Feleo • Agos by Antipas Delotavo 
^until April 18 @928-1927 

'^vargasmuseum@gmail.com 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. Dela Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
•Patience: An Adventure of Pens 
and Pencils | ArtistSpace 
^until April 14 
^hel lo@ayalamuseum.org 
•Travel Writing with April Yap 
ji^pril 20, 22 (Fees apply) 

•Basic Creative Writing for Young 
Adults with Mina V. Esguerra 
^May 2, 4, 6 (Fees apply) 
@759-7117 loc 21 or 25 
^villaflores.md@ayalamuseum.org 

Shui Mo: Chinese Painting 
Workshop (Intermediate), with 
PiehTsai Shiu-Yuin (Arsenia Lim) 

Yuchengco Museum 

RCBC Plaza, cor. Ayala and 

Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City 

^ April 23,30; May 7,14, 21, 28; 

June 4,11,18, 25 @889 1234 

^emabrina@yuchengcomuseum.org 

Pang^gulo ng Pilipinas, featuring 
Willie Nepomuceno: The show that 
happens only once every six years 
Music Museum 
Service Rd, San Juan City 
^ April 30 @721-6726 


The Seng Guan Buddhist 
Temple and Bahay Tsinoy, museum 
of Chinese in Philippine life, 
proudly hosted the Philippine leg 
of “MS Ancient Tipitaka Pilgrimage 
Journey across ASEAN” on April 3. 

The four pieces of Gandharan 
Buddhist manuscripts, dating to 
second century CE, were written in 
Sanskarit on palm leaf, birch bark, 
leather and copper. 

They were discovered in 
earthenware pots in a cave in the 
Bamiyan Valley, in Afghanistan. 

The Buddhist sanctuaries 
were uncovered after the tragic 
destruction by the Taliban of the 
Buddha sculptures, carved in a cliff, 
in March 2001. 

Thailand’s Buddhist Minister 
Venerable Phrabommasith, who 
led the 16-member Thai delegation 
to the Philippines, highlighted that 
the manuscripts symbolize unity in 
humankind. 

From a Muslim country in 
Afghanistan where Buddhism 


used to flourish, the manuscripts 
were uncovered and are now on a 
pilgrimage to ASEAN (Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations) 
countries with different religious 
persuasions. 

At a dialogue at Villa San Miguel 
on April 2 with representatives 
of the Catholic church led by Fr. 
Carlos V. Reyes of the Ministry of 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs, 
Phrabommasith lauded the Philip¬ 
pines’ efforts in promoting inter¬ 
faith dialogue as a powerful way of 
promoting peace and harmony in 
the world. 

In his introductory speech at the 
exhibit opening, Jiradej Vorapiankul, 
Thailand’s former deputy minister 
of finance, emphasized that the 
Overseas Thai Missionary Office 
proudly mounted this pilgrimage as 
part of the celebration of the ASEAN 
Community from December 2015 
to May 2016. 

The relics were brought in the 
morning of April 3 to the Seng 


Guan Buddhist Temple on Narra 
St. in Tondo, Manila for devotees. 

Abbot Tuan Yin of Seng Guan 
led prayers for blessings and 
protection in the presence of the 
holy sutras. 

The exhibit at Bahay Tsinoy 
in the afternoon drew a crowd of 
more than 500 people, including 
members of the diplomatic corps, 
Filipino dignitaries from the 


Enrollment for the next cycle 
of classes (Cycle 38) at the Ateneo 
Confucius Institute is now open. 

Classes will be held every 
Saturday from April 16 to June 
18; every Monday and Wednesday 
from April 18 to June 6; and every 
Tuesday and Thursday from April 
19 to June 7. 

Courses offered are: Basic, In¬ 
termediate and Advance Language 
classes (ages 13 and above); Corpo- 


cultural community, members 
of Buddhists temples and Tsinoy 
organizations and others interested 
to view the rare relics. 

Phrabommasith began bringing 
the fragments of these manuscripts 
to the 10-member countries of the 
ASEAN in December 2015 starting 
from India. 

The Philippine exhibition is the 
sixth leg, to be followed by Brunei. 


rate Chinese (for intermediate learn¬ 
ers); Chinese Media for advanced 
learners; Chinese Painting and 
Chinese Instruments; and Tai-Chi. 

Classes will all be held at Ateneo 
Professional Schools in Salcedo Vil¬ 
lage, Makati and Ateneo de Manila 
Loyola Schools in Quezon City. 

Deadline for enrollment is on 
April 8. Please call 894-4513 or 
email info@ateneoconfucius.com 
for more details. 



Dwarf among giant 
flowers found in PH 


R. consueloae 
[Edwino S. Fernando 
via University of the 
Philippines] 


A team of scientists from the University of the 
Philippines stumbled upon the smallest dwarf 
species of Rafflesia, considered the world’s biggest 
flower, on Pantabangan-Carranglan Watershed area 
in Nueva Ecija. 

Prof Perry Ong, one of the lead researchers of 
the study, recounted how one of the field assistants 
accidentally tripped over a pile of forest litter and 
exposed Rafflesia consueloae, the new dwarf species of Rafflesia. 

The study of this new species, which is endemic to the Philippines, has 
been published in an open-access journal. Phytokeys, last February. 

According to the journal, R. consueloae is the smallest kind of the giant 
flower with an average diameter of 9.73 cm when fully expanded. 

Filipina botanist Dr. Jeanmaire Molina said the latest discovery of 
Rafflesia lends support 
to the Philippines’ status 
as the “hub of Rafflesia 
diversity in the world, 
as well other wildlife 
species.” 

Molina added that the 
discovery of R. consueloae 
must make Filipinos proud 
of their natural heritage, 
as this suggests that there 
is a lot more species in 
the Philippines awaiting 
discovery and further 
exploration. 
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Drug stings lead to 7 arrests 



Police officers inspect the 10 kilos of shabu 
and cash seized from Chinese Jinfa Wang in 
San Juan City on Thursday. [http://www.philstar. 
conn/nnetro/2016/04/02/1568408/chinese-caught-p50- 
m-shabu] 


Four Chinese and three 
Filipinos were arrested in four 
separate drug busts in the cities 
of San Juan, Quezon, Pasay and 
Makati. 

Jinfa Wang, 38, of Fujian, 
China, was nabbed by members 
of the Regional Anti-Illegal Drugs 
in front of Virramall in Barangay 
Greenhills, in San Juan City on 
April 1. 

The arrest yielded 10 kilos of 
shabu worth around P50 million. 
Also seized was the black Toyota 
Innova (YW- 7571) used by Wang 
in his illegal drug trade. 

Wang was caught shortly after 
he handed over 10 kilos of shabu 
worth PIO million to a police 
officer who posed as a buyer. 

On March 22, about 62 kilos of 
shabu worth about P310 million 
were seized from Jose Tan, Rodel 
Tolica, Ann Liu, Dante Pelana, 
Walt Navarro and Shengli Cai. 

They were arrested after they 
handed over five kilos of shabu to 
an undercover police officer along 


Greenmeadows 
Ave. in Barangay 
Ugong Norte, 

Quezon City. 

Police reported 
the bust yielded P5 
million in marked 
money from Tan 
while another 15 
kilos of shabu were 
found in Tolica’s 
possession. 

Police said both 
are connected 
to a drug sting 
in Magallanes, 

Makati City two 
weeks ago. 

Two Toyota 
Fortuners, one 
white with license number UKI- 
228 and the other grey with 
license number ZMW-887, were 
confiscated from the suspects. 

Meanwhile, the Southern 
Police District anti-drug unit 
arrested Lui, Pelana and Navarro 
in Pasay City. 


Seized were 10 kilos of shabu, 
a Toyota Vios with conduction 
sticker YS 1033 and marked 
money used in the sting. 

Another team from the same 
unit arrested Cai at Room 419 of 
the City Plaza Condominium in 
Binondo, Manila for possession of 
32 kilos of shabu. 


Also confiscated were a green 
Mitsubishi Lancer (WFX-618) 
and marked money Cai received 
during the bust. 

In Makati City, two Chinese 
men and a Filipina were arrested 
for allegedly selling five kilos of 
shabu, worth about P25 million, 
during a sting in Makati City on 
March 11. 

He Kaibei, 28; Henry Lam, 
43; and Annaliza Villegas, 45, 
were apprehended at a restaurant 
parking lot at the intersection of 
Humabon Street and Magallanes 
Avenue. NCRPO’s anti-illegal 
drug unit also confiscated the 
suspects’ Nissan Cefiro (XAY- 
567). 

Chief Inspector Robert Razon, 
who heads the anti-drug unit, 
arranged the purchase of five 
kilos of shabu from Villegas 
for PIO million after a week of 
surveillance. 

The sting follows the arrest 
of two other Chinese and the 
recovery of a kilo of shabu in 
Taguig on Feb. 28, Director Joel 
Pagdilao, National Capital Region 
Police Office chief said. 



Kidnap W\tch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration of Peace & Order 


ARRESTED: ESMAEL PINGLI, alias 
Tago Pingli; alleged leader of a kidnap- 
for-ransom group; in Tungawan town, 
Zamboanga Sibugay; on March 29. 
Authorities said Pingli was involved in 
kidnapping incidents, including that of 
businessman Inocente Bautista. Pingli 
had a standing warrant of arrest for 
kidnapping and illegal detention, and 
his group was associated with the kidnap- 
for-ransom group of Waning and Abral 
Abdusalam. Waning Abdusalam was 
killed in Naga town last month while 
resisting arrest. 

KIDNAPPED: Tsinoy businessman AN¬ 
TONIO TAN, 70, and grandson RYAN 
TAN, 21; in Zamboanga del Sur; on 
March 23. Reports said eight gunmen 
barged into the victims’ house in Baran¬ 
gay Maruing, Lapuyan town and took 
them at gunpoint in the presence of their 
relatives. 
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OPINION 


Soul of China 

By Go Bon Juan 


Standing up for 
what is right 

T he May 30th Movement (D D D D ) was a 
major labor and anti-imperialist movement 
sparked by the killing of Chinese protesters at the 
Shanghai International Settlement (or concession) 
on May 30, 1925. 

The protesters were demonstrating against the 
Japanese No. 8 Cotton Mill whose Japanese foreman 
shot dead Gu Zhenghong ([] [] [] ), a labor leader, 
on May 15. The British Municipal Police opened 
fire, killing 13 and wounding many protesters, most 
of them unnamed students. The massacre sparked 
nationwide anti-foreign demonstrations, collectively 
called the May 30th Movement. 

Meng Xian Cheng (D D D )? then a young 
professor of St. John University set up by the 
Western mission in Shanghai, was so grieved when 
he saw the massacre with his own eyes. He was a 
graduate of the university and had taught there since 
his graduation. 

On June 1, Meng resolutely called a meeting 
of professors of St. John University as the dean of 
Chinese Classical Language. He did this at the risk 
of being fired from his position and with disregard 
for the “patronage” given to him by university 
president Francis Lister Hawks Pott (Bu Fang Ji [] 
n D ^ British. 

At the assembly, Meng said: “If our student 
knows only that he is a student of St. John but 
doesn’t know he is a Chinese national too; if he 
sees foreigners killing his compatriots yet remains 
indifferent; then there is no way to justify our 
daily lessons on citizen’s self-awareness. We would 
then be ashamed to meet with our students on the 
rostrum and provide them with our knowledge 
and writings.” 

With the support of most professors, they 
resolved that the students of St. John can join the 
patriotic anti-imperialist movement. 

On June 3, the students gathered at the sports 
ground, raised the national flag at half-mast to pay 
tribute to the victims of the massacre. Pott flew into 
rage from shame and suppressed the students. 

When Meng saw Pott bully and humiliate the 
Chinese, he announced his break with St. John 
and Pott. 

Meng had been Pott’s student. The Briton was 
instrumental in getting him employed at St. John. 

But Meng held, “I love my mentor, but I love the 
truth even more.” 

Meng’s courageous act of upholding justice 
inspired awe. 

He led the patriotic students and walked out of 
St. John University. Together with other professors, 
they set up the Guang Hua University (D D D D )5 
which means to glorify the Chinese nation. 


United in rage and pain 


H umankind is again united in rage, pain and sorrow for the 
dead and the wounded in three successive acts of terrorism 
in the space of one week. The world condemns the despicable acts 
of violence and mourns the senseless deaths. We need not ask for 
whom the bell tolls: it tolls for all of us. Regardless of religious 
denominations, faiths or beliefs, we all feel dehumanized by the 
inhumanity of the perpetrators who have no qualms destroying 
innocent and vulnerable lives. 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


Tuesday, March 22 saw at least 35 people lose their lives and 
hundreds wounded, some of them still in critical condition, in 
multiple coordinated horrific bomb attacks in the airport and 
Maelbeek subway of Brussels, Belgium. 

Monday, March 25, a bomb attack killed 25 people and 
wounded 90 watching a local soccer game at a soccer stadium in 
Baghdad, Iraq. A suicide bomber identified with the ISIS blew 
himself up wearing a suicide belt as the military announced new 
gains on the ground against ISIS. 

Sunday, March 27, a terrorist attack took the lives of at least 
70 innocent people and injured hundreds more at an amusement 
park packed with mothers, fathers and children celebrating Easter 
in Lahore, Pakistan. 

Like the Paris attacks last year, those in Brussels received the 
most attention. Giant television stations CAW and ^^Chad hourly 
broadcasts and daily updates on the incident, showing photographs, 
videos and interviews with survivors. The tons of flowers laid at the 
blast sites are silent witnesses to our collective sympathy. 

Not as well covered but no less horrible are the two other 
incidents that closely followed in the Middle East and Asia. In fact, 
more died in the Pakistan attack, many of them young children. 
Their only mistake was to spend Easter at an amusement park with 
their families, and for being Christians. Taliban splinter group 
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar said it carried out the attack against Christians 
celebrating Easter. Can there be anything more cruel and inhuman 
than such thoughts? 

The lives of those who survived and the lives of the loved ones 
of those killed will certainly be forever changed. Let us send them 
our prayers of love, support and healing. Most of all, no matter 
whatever Supreme Being we pray to - God, Allah, Buddha, 
Shiva - let us pray for an end to such senseless and cruel acts of 
violence and terrorism. 

Refugee horrors 

Let us also pray for refugees who try to find a safe haven away 
from such terrors. Up to now, the worst humanitarian crisis in 70 
years continues to claim lives daily. Humanitarian agencies report 


that at least two children drown in the Mediterranean every day. 
These agencies continue to beseech every country to do its part. 

Canada has been most generous. It has given sanctuary to 25,000 
Syrians in three months! But other countries are closing their 
borders. Women and children stuck in refugee camps continue to 
experience atrocious sufferings. 

And there is no end in sight until the wars and violence stop. 

Women power 

We are a month away from elections. Our group, TOWNS 
(The Outstanding Women in the Nation’s Service), is endorsing 
five women candidates, and I have asked friends also for just five 
out of 12 votes. They are senatorial candidates Leila de Lima, 
Lorna Kapunan, Risa Hontiveros and Susan Toots Ople, and 
vice presidential candidate, Leni Robredo. 

The candidates come from different parties. The endorsement 
from TOWNS, which is nonpartisan, comes after close scrutiny 
of the nominees. Win or lose, TOWNS wants to give them their 
chance to hold up half the sky. 

The advertisement in this page is paid for by the author and 
should in no way be construed as a position of Tulay or of Kaisa. 
It also announces the search for 2016 outstanding women. 


The Outstanding women 
IN THE Nation's Service 
SUPPORTS THE CANDIDACY 
AND HAILS THE PLATFORM 
OF GENDER EQUALITY OF 

LENI ROBREDO FOR VICE PRESIDENT 

LEILA OE: lima 
RISSA HONtlVEPSOS 



TOWNS FOUNDATION, INC. 


The 2016 search for more outstanding women goes on. 
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Brill launches Translocal Chinese: East Asian Perspectives 
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BIR chief Henares is Global tax leader 


Bureau of 
Internal Revenue 
Commissioner 
Kim Jacinto- 
Henares was 
cited by the 
Global Tax 50 for 
her 2015 work of 
making the Philippines 
a member of the global forum on 
base erosion and profit sharing, 
a tax evasion phenomenon that 


involves the use of digital 
economy. 

Global Tax 50 is an 
annual list of individuals 
and organizations which 
have made an impact 
or influence on taxation 
beyond a 12-month period. 

It is released by the 
International Tax Review, 
a multi-media source of 
information on key areas of tax to 


people in the tax professionals in 
industry, academe, government 
and private practice. 

Henares was also recognized 
for participating in the 
Committee on Fiscal Affairs of 
the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
that set the organization’s tax 
agenda and for being a member 
of the United Nations’ tax 
experts. 


International scholarly publisher 
Brill has added the peer-reviewed 
journal Translocal Chinese: East 
Asian Perspectives[] D D D D D 
0 0 to its growing portfolio of 
journals on Asian Studies. 

TCEA complements the Journal 
of Overseas Chinese Studies which 
started publication in Taiwan 
in 1989, through collaboration 


among the Society of Overseas 
Chinese Studies, Taipei, Taiwan, the 
Research Center for the Overseas 
Chinese, Department of East Asia 
Studies, National Taiwan Normal 
University and Brill. 

TCEA focuses on the region of 
East Asia, including research on 
overseas Chinese in Japan, North 
and South Koreas, the Ryukyus, 
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Taiwan, Kinmen (Quemoy), Hong 
Kong and Macao, as well as research 
on other mobile groups which are 
connected to, or whose experiences 
could be compared with, overseas 
Chinese in and from East Asia. 

Prof. Ling-chi Wang, 
distinguished professor at University 
of California, Berkeley and founder 
of ISSCO (the International Society 
for the Study of Chinese 
Overseas), opines that the 
journal is “most deserving of 
international support.” 

“The study of Chinese 
overseas is urgently in need 
of new paradigms to take 
the place of the same old 
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paradigms.” 

Prof. 

Takeshi 
Hamashita, 
professor 
and dean of 
the School of 
Asia-Pacific 
Studies, 

Sun Yat-sen 
University, 

Guangzhou, 

China finds 
the journal an 
interesting and 
challenging project. 

Founded in 1683 in Leiden, 
the Netherlands, Brill publishes 


230 journals and around 
1,000 new books and 
reference works in 20 main 
mbject areas, including 
Middle East and Islamic 
Studies, Asian Studies, 
Classical Studies, History, 
Biblical and Religious 
Studies, Language & 
Linguistics, Biology and 
International Law, which 
are available in both print 
and electronic form. 

For more information 
about the journaly please 
contact Acquisitions Editor Qin 
Higley (Higley@hrilLcom) or visit 
BriWs website www. brill, com/tcea. 


NASA launches Microsat Diwata 


Diwata, the Philippines’ first 
microsatellite, was launched on 
March 22 (March 23 PH time) 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station in Florida. 

This routine launch for the 
National Aeronautics Space 
Administration is a historic event 
for the country. 

Once the unmanned spacecraft 
reaches the International Space 
Station, the robotic arm of the 
space station will grab Cygnus 
resupply cargo ship to unload its 
cargo, which includes the Diwata-1. 

The Japanese Experimentation 
Module Small Satellite Orbital Deployer 
will then release the microsat into space, 
scheduled for April. 

Diwata-1, a 50-kg satellite, will orbit 
the Earth for about 20 months, taking twice- 
daily satellite photos of the Philippines with its high 
precision telescope. 

The Philippines has been developing two 
microsatellites to help improve the country’s disaster 


Filipino scientists and engineers present Diwata-1. 

management, weather detection technology, 
agricultural growth patterns, and the 
monitoring of the Philippine territorial 
borders. 

The Filipino-made satellite is led by 
University of the Philippines and the 
Department of Science and Technology 
scientists and engineers who worked with the 
support of Tohoku and Hokkaido universities in 
Japan. 

The second Philippine microsat is expected to 
be launched in 2017. 
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No legs? No problem. Li Juhong walks 
using wooden step stools. 


Legless but undaunted, doctor 
makeshousecallsin mountain region 


Losing her legs has not stopped 
Li Hongju, 37, from making 
housecalls in a mountainous 
community. 

Her legs were amputated after 
a traffic accident. But this does 
not keep the good doctor from 
looking after more than 1,000 
villagers in southwest China’s 
Wandian village in Chongqing 
municipality. 

Her arms support her torso. 
Her hands hold on to wooden 


step stools which she uses to 
move around. 

After 6,000 calls to 300 
households in 15 years, Li has 
worn out 24 wooden step stools. 

Li was hit by a truck when she 
was four and enroute to nursery 
school in 1983. 

The pain led her to decide to 
save others. 

She went on to a special 
vocation school in 2000, studied 
four years for an associate 


degree. She began work in a 
medical clinic in Wan Village the 
following year. 

While working as a village 
doctor, Li Juhong married Liu 
Xingyan. 

Liu quit his job and did the 
housework. He carries his wife 
to the clinic, a mere 500 meters 
away from their home, whenever 
he can. On her own, Li would 
take over half an hour to get there 
using her wooden stools. 



Books survive in internet age 


World's biggest 
copper cash 
coin sculpture in 
Central China’s 
Hunan province. 


Games, music, pictures have 
gone electronic. So have books. Yet, 
hard copy, with pages and pages 
of paper, remain charming and 
attracts a loyal following among 
avid readers. 

Ancient folklore, manuscripts, 
periodicals and other reading 
material are still on paper, too many 
to be converted to digital format at 
present. 

Much to the delight of book¬ 
worms, public reading spaces - from 
bookstores to libraries - are growing 
in the cities and small towns, offer¬ 
ing stylish servings of culture and 
atmosphere. 

Taipei’s Eslite Bookstore (Q Q 
0 0), for instance, has built an 
outlet in Suzhou City in east China’s 



Jiangsu province last November. 

The new store selects 200 classic 
books and keeps the characteristics 
of Taiwan’s original stores. 

With 48 branches, one children’s 
bookstore, and four music stores 
in Taiwan, Eslite is one of the 
island’s largest retail bookstore 
chains. It provides one of the largest 
English language publications and 
translation materials on the island. 

Meanwhile, the non-profit 
library Zashuguan (D D D ) opened 
last November in Beijing by Gao 
Xiaosong, songwriter, singer and 
talk show host. People can book 
space in advance and read there 
for free. 

The library has collections 
of reading material - books and 
14,000 titles of 
periodicals - 
published in the 
late Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911) and 


the Republic of China before 1949. 

Zashuguan also has a collection 
of folklore - some 4,000 titles - 
from sermons in temples in the 
Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.). 

Other collections include tens 
of thousands of titles dealing with 
secular “folklore, librettos for 
local Chinese operas, and ancient 
encyclopedias that cover matters 
relating to ordinary people’s daily 
lives - from growing vegetables 
to managing family finance,” 
according to China Daily USA 
online. 

There are 50,000 titles in English 
and other languages published since 
the 17th century, including more 
than 10,000 titles about China, 
published overseas before 1949. 

The foreign publications are 
about adventures in China, records 
of historical events from personal 
experience and China’s folk culture 
studies. 


A Song Dynasty stone tomb (960-1279) with well-preserved, colorful murals was 
excavated in Yiyang County of Luoyang City, Central China's Henan province last 
January. [Photo/CFP] 


World's highest 
library in Shanghai 


On the 60th floor 
or 230 meters off the 
ground, in the JW 
Marriott Hotel at 
Tomorrow Square in 
the Bund in Shanghai’s 
Huangpu district is the 
world’s highest library. 

It received the distinc¬ 
tion from Guinness World 
Records in 2005. 

The executive library is 
accessible from the hotel’s 


executive floor lounge. 
Currently, it has more 
than 2,000 printed books, 
mainly on Chinese classics, 
architecture, philosophy, 
history, art and literary 
works. 

The Marriott website 
calls it a “spot just to sit 
and relax or it can also 
be used for small cocktail 
parties or a boardroom 
style meeting.” 



1,389-year-old 
pagoda lacks 
protection 


Fireworks are among flammable 
items stored in the Qingfansi 
Pagoda in Xingping city in North 
China’s Shaanxi province. 

Built in the Tang Dynasty, the 
octagonal temple with seven stories 
measures 38.6 meters high and has 
a history of 1,389 years. 

Although listed as a key cultural 
site under national protection, it is 
poorly maintained and some areas 
are used as storerooms. 


Enjoy traditional 
Mongolian culture 
in NE China 



Traditional Mongolian cultural 
performances “Jingxiangyue” and 
cham dance are played at a temple 
in a Mongolian autonomous county 
in northeast China’s Liaoning 
province. 

Jingxiangyue was created during 
the cultural exchange between 
Mongolia and Han nationalities. It 
is an instrumental music performed 
by lamas in folk funeral affairs. 

Instruments including sheng, 
reed pipes, flutes, suona horns, 
drums, cha and cymbals are used 
when playing the music. 

The cham dance is a lively masked 
and costumed dance associated with 
some sects of Tibetan Buddhism 
and Buddhist festivals. 

The dance is accompanied by 
music played by monks using 
traditional Tibetan instruments. 

It often offers moral instruction 
relating to compassion for sentient 
beings. 
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Sponsors share 
their blessings with 
the ahmas (top); 
celebrating birthdays 
with the ahmas gives 
the author the privilege 
to hear their wise 
words of advice and 
wishes (left and below 
left); the compound of 
the Home for the Aged 
for Filipino-Chinese 
Women (below right). 


Being friends 


with the 


ahmas 


By Jacqueline Ong 


a wise saying, “Everyone should have three kinds of friends - those younger 
than you whom you can teach, those of your same age to hang out with, and those 
older from whom you can learn.” As teaching is my vocation, I am always around 
the younger crowd. Most of my peers are married, so the same-age friends I 
get to be with are a mere handful. But there remains a significant group 
which is very dear to me - the older group, and it’s like having multiple 
sets of grandparents. These are the ahmas at the Home for the Aged 
Filipino-Chinese Women in Malinta, Valenzuela City. 

It was during the Chinese New Year of 2014 when 1 first knocked on 
the Home’s red door. Our family just moved to Valenzuela City and the 
Home is situated nearby. 

''Sino kaV' shouted an old lady from the other side. 

“Uhm.. .1 have tikoy to give to you,” 1 stuttered, half-startled at the 
belligerent tone and half-glad that 1 did not come empty-handed. 

After about two minutes’ debate between the lady peeping at the 
door hole and another lady who happened to pass by about whether to 
open the door or not, they welcomed me in. 

1 introduced myself as their new neighbor a few blocks down, told them 
how 1 always passed by their compound and wanted to get to know them. 

Thankfully, they were all very welcoming and the initial brash treatment was 
just a protective protocol to keep away unsolicited passers by. 

It’s been over two years since my first visit and the ahmas at the Home are like my 
extended family now. I gained 10 
more grandmothers! They’ve met 
some of my family members and 
we’ve spent special occasions together. 

I spend my birthdays with them and 
help celebrate their birthdays, too. 

On ordinary days, I come around 

II a.m. and join them for lunch, 
sometimes at 3 p.m. for merienda, 
or just about any time of the day. 

I’d catch them either watching the 
television or idly sitting by their 
garden. 

Almost always, I pass by even 
without saying a word, like an old- 
time family member who knows she’s welcome to come 
each time. 

The ahmas all have a story to tell. They each come 
from different families, some are widows, some are single, 
some are childless. 

They stay in a 5,000-square-meter compound, which is 
home for all of them. The Home was put up in 1972 by 
Teh Siu Yong Limpe (Q Q Q ), an advocate of women’s 
rights, when she was president of the Filipino-Chinese 


Women’s Association, the same organization which runs the 
home and is now managed by her daughter Betty Limpe Ngo. 

With the ahmas, we shared precious stories in the 
most mundane moments. Their openness and unfettered 
enthusiasm draw me to them and allow me to witness 
their life stories unfold again. I’m grateful that they have 
welcomed me into their world. 

Ahma Suiting, the oldest at the Home, is a storyteller at 
heart who would tell me in lucid detail and arresting passion 
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how her life has been spared three 
times in all her 89 years: “A wartime 
bomb exploded when I was on my way 
home... I was 15 at the time. Then 
when I married, I had a miscarriage and 
an illness, I never knew I’d live through 
all those; but now. I’m still alive! It’s 
enough. I’ve lived a long life already,” 
she mused. 

Ahma Clarita, or Mrs. Lim as she’s 
also called because she used to work as 
an administrator at the Home before 
retirement, is the sweetest one. She 
would often cut some stalks of blooming 
rosal or gumamela buds for me to take 
home. 

Ahma Evelyn is a retired Chinese 
teacher who can sing some real high 
notes. A teacher through and through, 
she affectionately explains repeatedly 
how I should not forget to write on the 
logbook each time I arrive because it is a 
formality which I am not exempted from. 

Ahma Mercedes is also a retired 
teacher and despite her frail health does 
not cease to amaze me with her sharp 
memory and math skills. I jokingly 
asked if she can tutor me, she replied 
she’s too old but would be glad to do 
so if I insist. 

Ahma Alice is the reliable one who 
puts sense in the goings-on in the Home, 
especially when conversations get stirred 
up, because even older folks have their 
tampo moments, too. 

Being the youngest and responsible 
one, Ahma Alice takes care of managing 
the funds for the Home’s daily food and 
living expenses. 

Ahma Mellie is the chill soul who 
enjoys watching television and feeding 
the dogs, one of which she named Happy. 
She was also the one who hesitated to let 
me in on my first visit, but her refined 
disposition and light countenance has 
now endeared me so much to her. 

Ahma Ernie is the bubbly host who 
can make any visitor feel at home. Ahma 
Marcela has a wide smile whose cheery 
and hospitable mien is almost always the 
first one that greets me. She takes care of 
the donation inventory and always has a 
bottle of water to offer me. 

Ahma Mary and Ahma Lolita came 
into the Home just a few months back 
and I’m still enjoying our chats as we’re 
getting to know each other. 

Though she’s not at the Home 
anymore, I remember Ahma Lehong 
who recently passed away at 99. 

The first time I met her, she was 
already in her bed most of the time and 



(Clockwise from 
far left) Birthdays 
are occasions to let 
the ahmas know 
that they are loved; 
Ahma Marcela has 
deft hands and 
can make intricate 
paper roses; the 
ahmas enjoy 
watching television, 
feeding the pets 
and tending the 
garden. 


our conversation was in short sentences. 

What I could not forget was her 
strong hand grip when we’d hold hands 
and she’d try to pull herself up. She’d sit 
up, smile, frown, look at me earnestly, 
and hold my hand for as long as I’m 
there. 

I learned from the other ahmas that 
she used to be in good spirits until her 
only son passed away a few years back. 

Spending time with the ahmas makes 
me feel older, but in a good way. Hearing 
them recount war stories and disasters 
conjures an era of a Manila long gone 
past. 

When they tell me anecdotes of their 
lives as housewives, accountant, chemist, 
office workers, store owners, teachers, 

I sometimes feel like I need another 
lifetime to time-travel. When they share 
their love stories, I realize that they were 
once young, too, and had lived colorful 
lives. 

The fine wrinkles on their necklines 
and the bald spots on their brows betray 
the beauty that I see in each of them. 
The gems of wisdom they share keep me 
grounded as I have lived just a third of 
the life they have already lived. 

They are selfless, in a way, as 
they impart to me a blessing of wise 
companionship which I would not have 
gained from others. Being with the 
ahmas is one of the most treasured times 
I have and I look forward to hanging out 
with them more. ^ 

The author is a freelance writer and part-time 
teacher. Send her an email at ong.jacqueline® 
yahoo.com. 
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J 'ourney to the West is an engrossing 
novel consisting of many comic and 
fantastic episodes. Following the tradition 
of Song (960-1279) and Yuan (1271-1368) 
dynasty novels, it is based on the story of 
a pilgrimage. Over the years, storytellers 
added elements of the supernatural, and 
in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), Wu 
Cheng'en pieced everything together, 
creating the version that we see today. 

Using the pilgrimage storyline, he 
created an assortment of gods, 
monsters, goblins and human 
characters. Journey to the West 
is like a magical battlefield on 
paper, full of dramatic turns 
and terrifying scenes on 
the one hand, and 
moving emotional 
scenes typical of 
romantic literature on 
the other. 

The original Journey to the West 
contains 100 episodes. Here, we have 
taken episodes describing the birth of the 
Monkey King as he jumps out of a rock; 
how he learns the secret of immortality 
and the magical tricks which enable him 


Journ^ to the West 


The Monkey 


to take on 
72 different 
_ ^ shapes and 

to ride on the 
clouds; how he 
barges into the 
Dragon Palace to 
get his golden magic 
staff; and finally, how 
he is held under the Five- 
Element Mountain for 
wreaking havoc at the palace of the Jade 
Emperor and waits for the monk Tang 
Sanzang to release him from the bondage 
on his pilgrimage to the West. 






First of four parts 


I t is said that in ancient times, there 
was a magic rock on the Mountain of 
Flowers and Fruit of Aolai County in 
Dongsheng State. The rock had been favored 
by the elements of nature for millions of 
years. Then, one day, it suddenly burst open, 
giving birth to a stone egg from which a stone 
monkey emerged. 

The stone monkey joined a band of 
monkeys on the Mountain of Flowers and 
Fruit. One day as they were playing, they 
came upon a curtain of water covering the 
entrance to a cave. The monkeys agreed that 
whoever was brave enough to pass through 
the water into the cave would be their king. 
Only the stone monkey dared to enter the 
cave. 

In the cave were stone pots, bowls, 
beds and benches. On a stone pillar in the 
middle of the cave there was an inscription: 
“This Cave of the Water Curtain leads to 
heaven.” 

From that day on, the monkeys played 
by day and slept in the cave by night. They 
accepted the stone monkey as their king. 
The stone monkey started to call himself 
“Monkey King,” casting off, for all time, the 
word “stone.” 

One day, the Monkey King turned sad. 
He worried that he would die and would 
not enjoy the pleasures of life forever. One of 
the monkeys had read the Kings mind and 
he said, “In the world, only sages, immortals 
and buddhas live forever.” 


On hearing these words, the Monkey 
King’s sadness turned to joy. He said, “I will 
try to find immortality wherever it is. I shall 
set out tomorrow.” 

The next day, the Monkey King set out on 
a raft to travel across the sea. After traveling 
for many years, he still had not learned the 
way to immortality. He passed through South 
Shanbu State and then crossed the Western 
Sea. Finally, he came to the territory of West 
Niuhe State. 

The Monkey King had been in West 
Niuhe State for many years but could find 
no immortals. Undaunted, he continued his 
travels. Finally, he was directed to climb a high 
mountain where he found a cave in the deep 
forest. There, carved on the wall of a cliff, 
were the words, “Cave of the Slanting Moon 
and Three Stars.” 


The adventures of the Monkey King begins as he jumps out of a rock, learns the secret 
of immortality and the magical tricks of shape shifting, cloud riding, barging into the 
Dragon Palace, wreaking havoc at the palace of the Jade Emperor and some other 
interesting stories. 
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The gate of the cave was shut, so the 
Monkey King had to wait outside. After a 
while, a fairy child came out. He said, “My 
master, Puti, told me that a man who wishes 
to practice Buddhism is waiting outside the 
gate. Is it you?” The Monkey King hastened 
to answer, “Yes, it is I.” 

The Monkey King was led by the fairy to 
visit the Master. The Master took pity on his 
being an orphan. Because the Monkey King 
had no surname, the Master called him “Sun 
Wukong.” 

The Master let Wukong sweep the grounds, 
hoe the weeds, plant flowers and trees, cut 
wood and carry water just as the senior 
disciples did. Wukong was very obedient and 
diligent in all of his efforts for the Master. 
This lasted for seven years. 

In time, the Master came to believe that 
Wukong was honest, persistent and worthy 
of instruction. He finally taught Wukong the 
ways of immortality, including 72 magical 
transformations and a somersault which could 
carry him around the world. 

Once Wukong had learned these skills, the 
Master encouraged him to return to his own 
land. But Wukong said, “I cannot return until 
I have paid my debt of gratitude to you for 
your many years of guidance.” 

The Master answered, “I do not need your 
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thanks. I simply wish that you never use your 
new knowledge to make trouble.” 

Wukong said goodbye to his Master and 
returned to the Mountain of Flowers and Fruit 
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In the deep forest of 
the high mountain, the 
Monkey King finds the 
Cave of the Slanting 
Moon and Three Stars. 

to discover that his monkeys 
had been tormented for many 
years by the Demon of Havoc. 

Using his new powers, he 
defeated the Demon of Havoc 
and returned to the Water 
Curtain Cave in triumph. 

All of the monkeys joyously 
greeted their King with wine 
and fruit to welcome him. 

They celebrated for 
a whole day. 

Wukong, the 
Monkey King, 
decided to teach the 
monkeys to defend 
themselves. First, he 
drilled the monkeys 
with wooden swords 
and bamboo spears, 
but soon he realized that they 
needed real weapons. Wukong then 
raided a city near the mountain and 
brought back an arsenal of weapons. 

But after half a month passed, 

Wukong complained that he 
needed his own special weapon. 

Four old monkeys who heard him 
said, “Your majesty, our cave is 
connected to the Dragon Palace 
of the East Sea. Why don’t you ask 
the Dragon King for a weapon?” 

The clever Wukong used his 
new skills to dive directly to the 
bottom of the East Sea. When he 
reached the Dragon Palace, he was 
stopped by a sea beast on patrol. jhe Monkey King confers with four 
“I am the Sage of the Mountain old monkeys about having his own 
of Flowers and Fruit,” proclaimed special weapon. 


Wukong, “a neighbor to your Dragon King. 
Don’t you know of me?” 

The sea beast returned to the palace to 
announce Wukong. The Dragon King came 
out to personally invite Wukong into his 
palace. After they had sat for some time, 
Wukong said to him, “I need a special weapon 
to guard my cave. I have learned that you 
have many magic weapons. You must let me 
have one.” 

(To be continued...) 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (DDDDDDDD 
D D D D ), vol. 7. Hilit Publishing Co. Ltd. 
(DDDDDDDDDDDD )J990. Illustrations 
by Wu Dacheng (D D D )■ 


D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 


D 

D 

D D D D D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D D D D D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D D D D D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D D 





D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

DDDDDD 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D D D D D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 








DDODD: 

U 




When words fail, use idioms... 


By Eleanor Tan 



Hokkien style (18) 


D D D D 

teng t'ao pe dit 

long head white 
day 

a bright sunny day 

D D D D 

tsai putlokgan 

wealth cannot be 

seen 

do not show off your 
wealth 

DDD 

ke lai lang 

someone coming 
back 

referring to an 
experienced person 

DDD 

tsia pian peng 

eating ready rice 

someone who does not 
need to work or earn a 
living 

DDD 

tsin tsao kut 

smelly bone 

a very lazy person 
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HEALTH 


A lthough fruits are very healthy and 
rich in vitamins and fiber, too much 
of a good thing can also pack added 
inches to your waistline. 

As always, moderation is the key word. 
Don’t eat too much of any one thing. Not 
too much wine, too much fats or too much 
eggs. In fact, some of my patients consume 
one mango per meal, and then act surprised 
when they gain four pounds in a month. 

Comparing between fruits and vegetables, 
fruits have almost three times the calories 
compared to veggies. Therefore, it is a mistake 
to think of fruits as an ‘ all-you-can-eaf ’ food. 
The only zero calorie food is plain water. 


Health Monitor 

By Dr. Willie T. Ong 


Fruits also contain a type of sugar called 
fructose, which is healthier than white sugar. 
But still, fructose will bring in added calories, 
which is 40 calories per ten grams of sugar. 

Take note of these tips: 

1. Limit eating dried fruits. If you look 
at our fruit-calorie table, you will notice 
that dried fruits, like raisins, have much 
higher calories per serving size. This is 
because they are concentrated and sugar- 
packed fruits. 

The process of drying fruits is by removing 
all the water while retaining all the sugar and 
calories. That is why half a cup of raisins will 
cost you 219 calories (more than a cup of 
rice), while a medium-sized apple only has 
70 calories. 

So, which will make you feel fuller, a half¬ 
cup of raisins or three apples? If you’re on a 
diet, go for fresh fruits and vegetables. 

2. Limit eating canned fruits. Canned 
fruits are usually soaked in rich thick sugary 
syrups, and this is what can make you fat. 

Actually, fresh fruits are much healthier 
because they already have their own natural 
sugar. You don’t need to add sugar, condensed 
milk or ice cream on top of your fruit. If you 
like canned fruits, then drain as much of the 
syrup and just eat the fruit. 


3. Don’t add sugar or syrup to your fruit 
shake. My favorite fruit shake is the anti¬ 
cancer blend of apple, carrot and cinnamon 
(without the syrup), which I take twice a 
week. Before, I used to blend a fruit shake 
every day, but this made me gain weight so 
I stopped it. 

Hence, drink fruit shakes in moderation 
because they have concentrated amounts 
of natural sugar. In addition, some of the 
important fiber components of fresh fruits are 
discarded when you use a “juicer.” 


4. Choose the right fresh fruits. If you’re 
weight-conscious, then apples, melons, 
watermelons, bananas and strawberries 
are good for you. Melons are a bit high 
in sugar, but they’re mostly water and 
therefore lower in calories per serving size. 
And although a medium-sized banana has 
about 100 calories, they can still make you 
feel fuller and less hungry. Because of this, 
the Japanese people have used banana as 
their diet fruit. 

On the opposite side, grapes, mangoes. 
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avocados and prunes are relatively higher in 
calories. 

5. Limit yourself to three to four fruit 
servings a day. Nutritionists advise us to limit 
our fruit servings to an average of three to four 
servings per day. Take note: One serving of 
fruit is equal to approximately one medium¬ 
sized fruit, one-half cup of fresh fruit, one-half 
glass (four ounces) of 100 percent fruit juice 
or one-fourth cup dried fruit. 

Moreover, a banana, an apple, 12 grapes, 
five large strawberries and a slice of mango will 
constitute one serving already. Children are 
encouraged to eat two servings of fruits a day. 

Physically active, taller and large-framed 
individuals may take in more fruits. However, 
shorter and thinner persons can take in fewer 
servings in a day. 

6. Eat more vegetables. As mentioned, 
vegetables only have one-third of the calories 
of fruits. Therefore, you are allowed to eat 
more of your favorite vegetables, like cabbage, 
lettuce, ampalaya, kangkong, spinach and 
broccoli without gaining weight. 

Indeed, fruits are very healthy and they 
are an essential part of our diet. However, we 
should choose the right kind of fruit, and eat 
just the right amount for our health. (P 
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By Meah Ang See and W. H. Wu 

T he National Mapping and 
Resource Information Authority 
(NAMRIA), as of last count, listed 
the Philippines as having more than 
7,500 islands. Some of our islands 
are now disputed territory. 

To combat Chinas “historic” claim to these 
islands. Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice 
Antonio Carpio has been using ancient maps 
of the Philippines, including the Selden Map 
of China. 

The Selden Map is named after London 
lawyer John Selden, who died 
in 1654 and whose heirs gifted 
the map to the Bodleian Library, 

Oxford University in 1659. 

The map was used and reused by 
scholars throughout the centuries, 
but the map s significance was not 
highlighted until historian Robert 
Batchelor used it in 2008. 

Since then, the map has 
been painstakingly cleaned and 
restored, digitally photographed, 
and was subject of an academic 
colloquium at Oxford in 2011 and 
an international symposium on 
“New Research into the Maritime 
Trades, Seafaring and Underwater 
Archaeology of the Ming Dynasty” 
at the Hong Kong Maritime 
Museum on June 7-8, 2014. 

View all the portions of the map 
in high definition image on its 
websitehttp://seldenmap.bodleian. 
ox.ac.uk/ 

If you are in Hong Kong, 
visit the Hong Kong Maritime 
Museum at the Central Ferry Pier 
No. 8, Man Kwong St., Central 
and view a huge interactive digital 
version of the map. 

The discovery 

The Selden Map throws light 
on the significance and importance 
of the Philippines in the maritime 
silk route of China. 

Robert Batchelor, professor of 


the Department of History at Georgia Southern 
University, was doing research on Sino-British 
trade at the Bodleian Library when he saw the 
Selden Map and recognized its unique features. 

It is the first Chinese map to depict China as 
part of a greater East and Southeast Asia, and 
not the center of the known world. It is also the 
earliest Chinese map that showed both shipping 
routes with compass bearings from the port of 
Quanzhou across the entire region. 

The map vividly illustrates the landscape of 
Hokkien merchants’ commercial activities in 
historical maritime Asia. 

The researchers could not make sense of 


many of the places in the Philippines found 
in the map. Through research connections, 
Batchelor sought the help of Kaisa Para Sa 
Kaunlaran and Bahay Tsinoy museum in 
identifying the places. 

We manipulated the map digitally to 
enhance the Chinese words to make them 
readable, and then began matching these places 
with other ancient maps and Chinese records. 

Even at first glance, Kaisa researchers 
immediately recognized that the place names 
are in Hokkien, and that these names were 
known only to Chinese merchants in the 
Philippines. 


Very distinct among these place names are 
the northernmost tip of Luzon labeled as Tua- 
Kang (Da Gang D D )• Only the Chinese in 
the Philippines would know that Tua-Kang 
refers to Aparri; and Ong-Snia (Q Q ) refers 
to Intramuros. 

Jiao Tianlong, chief curator of the Hong 
Kong Maritime Museum, notes that the Selden 
Map “stands out as an anomaly among all the 
known Ming dynasty maps.” 

Compared to other maps where China is 
at the center and other countries are squeezed 
in all other directions with no concern for 
proportion, the Selden Map focuses on the 
southern Chinese coastline in 
its center, with Southeast Asian 
countries in relatively accurate 
positions. 

Batchelor later published his 
book. The Selden Map and the 
Making of a Global City, 1549- 
1689 (University of Chicago 
Press: 2014). 

Philippine places identified 

The Philippines stands out in 
the entire Southeast Asia portion 
with the most number of names 
(a total of 16) marked in the map. 
The islands were depicted much 
more accurately than in other 
maps of the period. 

This led to Batchelor’s 
argument that the map may have 
been commissioned by Li Dan, 
a renowned pirate from Luzon. 

Scholars mostly agree that the 
maker is from Fujian because the 
Chinese characters on the map are 
mostly to be read in the southern 
Chinese dialect rather than in 
Mandarin. 

Evidence on the map itself 
strongly concurs with Batchelor’s 
view that it was made by a Chinese 
in the Philippines. 

SELDEN MAP, 
p. 14 



The compass rose and scale bar on the Selden Map. [Bodleian Library] 


The Philippines inttie 
Selden Mapn d d d d [ 
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SELDEN MAP, from p. 13 

Our research included the following 
Chinese records: 


The first seven names on northwestern 
Luzon are the same as the place names 
appearing in East West Ocean. All Chinese 
characters appearing below are translated into 
Hokkien. 

T D D Tua-Kang is Aparri. 

2. D D D Sia Khun Bee is identified in 
Ancient Records as Sanchez Mira, Cagayan 
province. 

3. D D D Ge Tho Meng. In Ancient 
Records, it refers to San Fernando, La Union 
in Western Luzon. It is also mentioned in 
Favorable Winds and Compass Directions. 

4- D D Hiong Kang. This is a strange place 
name because it is the same characters for Hong 
Kong. But Hong Kong of China was not yet 
known in the early 17th century. 

The characters literally mean fragrant 
harbor, and based on its geographical position, 
this could most possibly be the historic city of 
Vigan, which appears in East West Ocean as 
0 0 Bi-Gan or beautiful shore; in Favorable 
Winds as 0 0 Bit-ngan, meaning many 
swallows; and in Compass Directions as Q Q 
Bit-Can, honeycombed shores or a place with 
many shorelines. 

Ilocos indeed has a long shoreline and was 
a favorite source of birds (swallows) nests in 
early maritime trade. It was already a favored 
town with historic stone churches during early 
Spanish rule. 

5. D D Lam-Ong. Ancient Records places 
this as Langangan in Northern Luzon but based 
on the position, this could more probably be 
Namoah, west of Aparri. 

From Philippine history, this place already 
had a Catholic church built by the Spanish 
colonial government in 1570, so it must have 
been a center of population and activity during 
early Spanish occupation. 

6. 0 0 0 Thay Gu Khang literally means 
cattle slaughter pit. Ancient Records indicates it 
could be an ox slaughter house in Aparri or in 
Vigan. But from its position, it could also refer 


to Rancho, south of Vigan. Rancho in Spanish 
means a ranch (possibly the cattle ranch used 
in the map). 

7. D D h)ai Mao means turtle shell which 
commonly refers 
to Lingayen. 

These seven 
names are solid 
clues revealing 
the map maker’s 
familiarity with 
the Philippines. 

Numbers I and 
7 are commonly 
depicted in other 
Chinese maps. 

We spent much 
time and effort 
tracing the other 
locations. 

Some of them, 
like Thay Gu Kang, is a small location and 
would most probably have been included in 
the map only because it is important to the 



Book title in Chinese 

English translation 

For ease of reading, 
will be referred to as: 

D D D D 

DongXi Yang Kao 

East West Ocean 
Examination 1617 

East West Ocean 

D □ D □ D □ D 

D □ D □ D □ □ 

Zhongguo Guji Zhong 
You Guan Feilubin 

Ziliao Caobian 

A catalogue of 
materials about 
the Philippines in 
Ancient Chinese 
records 1980 

Ancient Records 

D D D D 

Sun Feng Xiang Song 

Voyage on Favorable 
or Tail Winds, ca 
1403! 17th Century 

Favorable Winds 

D D D D 

Zhi Nan Zheng Fa 

Compass Directions 
ca 1685 

Compass Directions 


map maker. As well, the characters used for 
the location is not really a place name but the 
function of the place as cattle slaughter pit. 

Numbers 5 and 6 were the subjects of the 
January 2016 road trip taken by researchers 
from Kaisa. Where is Lam-ong? Where is 
Thay Gu Khang? What happened in those 
two places? There must have been something 
significant in the areas to warrant their inclusion 
in the map! (See sidebar). 

8. The cluster of characters n D D D D D 
D D D D means “Spaniards are in this harbor. 
From this port back and forth to Luzon.” To 
its right is 0 0 (Eastern Sea). 

This port where Spaniards travel back and 
forth refers to the San Bernardino Strait in 
Albay. It is very significant here because this is 
the navigation route of the galleon trade. 

From Manila Bay, the galleon went south 
then up again to Bicol through San Bernardino 
Strait in Albay, then up and out to the Pacific 
Ocean going to Acapulco. 

This is the second significant clue that the 
map could have been made by a Chinese living 
in the Philippines who was familiar with the 
navigation routes used by the galleons. 

The use of the term [] [] (Hua-lang) is also 
very interesting. A simple Google translate will 
yield “of people” as a definition of Q Q , while 
0 means transform, change, convert. Some 
old Chinese speculate that the earlier traders 
used the term to refer to the Spaniards as people 
who love to tell tall tales (D D )• The term is 
a unique one used only by the Chinese in the 
Philippines to refer to the Spaniards. 

This location is also not often mentioned 
in colonial history books or in other Chinese 
maps reflecting the Philippines because most 
would not realize its significance in the Manila- 
Acapulco galleon trade. 

Given that there is a significant 
characterization to the location, it must have 
been important to the map maker. Also note 
that this section refers to the sea, thus it might 
be an important seafaring instruction for other 
Chinese merchants in the country at that time. 

On the other hand, on the south side of the 
Philippine location is Wan Lao Gao (referring 
to Moluccas), where the words “Hua Lang 
(Spaniards) reside and Ang Meng (Red Hair 
referring to Portuguese) reside” appear. This is 
also connected to the Philippines. The Spaniards 
gotTernate in the Moluccas from the Portuguese 
in 1606 and gave it up only in 1663. In his 
article, Zhou Yunzhong of Xiamen University 
History Department points out: “The Spaniards 
and the Dutch fought over Ternate between 
1610 to 1644.” In 1609, the Spaniards and the 
Dutch ceased fighting, and as cited in East West 
Ocean, divided the area into half This fact is a 
good basis to date the Selden Map. 

9. D D D Turban Reef. Since the characters 
are written in the vicinity of the sea and could 
refer to a reef or shoal shaped like a head scarf 
or turban, it could refer to the mountain at the 



southernmost tip of Zambales around which 
maritime routes travel. 

10. D D D . This place is not found in 
ancient documents but from its geography, 
the nearest it could refer to is what appeared in 
East West Ocean and Compass Directions as the 
Inverted Ting mountain. In Ancient Records, 
the inverted mountain referred to Bataan 
Mountain. Scholars believe it could be the 
Natih Mountain in Bataan because it does look 
like an inverted Ting vessel Q . 

Compass Directions even mentioned a fake 
inverted Ting Mountain, which could refer to 
Mariveles Mountain beside the Natih Mountain. 
The Bataan Mountain is in the west of Luzon 
and faces Manila Bay. From the north going 
south toward Manila Bay, the two tall mountains 
seen are Natih and Mariveles mountains. 

IT D D (D D ) Luzon, Intramuros. This 
refers to Manila which, as early as 1372 (5th 
year of Emperor Hong Wu’s reign), already had 
a tribute mission to China. The construction 
of Intramuros began in 1590, thus narrowing 
down the date of the map’s making. 

12. [] [] [] Ka-Ban Meng. Ancient Records 
indicates that it is Maricaban Island in Batangas. 
During the 2014 symposium, Batchelor 
identified it as Ten Thousand Shell Gate (literal 
translation of the characters) at the Mindoro 
Strait or Apo Reef This is our third clue to the 
maker of the map. 

Maricaban is a very small town along the 
way from Batangas to Mindoro. We randomly 
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asked a handful of Batanguehos if they knew where Maricaban is, and all 
answered no. 

The town is 33.07 square km with 2010 population count of 16,870. 
If it is small now, it was even smaller then. There was no commercial value 
or any significant trading in the area during the Spanish period. Why then 
is Maricaban indicated in the map? 

Even in contemporary times, only Philippine historians would realize 
its significance. This is the location where Pan Ho Wu instigated a 
mutiny in 1593 while enroute to a military expedition to the Moluccas. 
In that uprising. Pan and other mutineers killed Governor Gomez Perez 
Dasmarinas. His death was subsequently “avenged” by his son Luis Perez 
Dasmarinas in 1603 when 22,000 Ghinese in the Parian in Manila were 
massacred. The maker must have been aware of these incidences. 

13. D D Ogtong. This name is not just a small municipality called 
Oton, west of Iloilo Gity in the island of Panay, whose old name is Ogtong. 

This is our fourth clue regarding the makers identity. The Mandarin 

pronunciation 
is Fu Tang. In 
other maps, 
the characters 
used are D □ 
E thang. East 
West Ocean uses 
D D wu thang 

and □ D WU 

thong. All sound alike in Hokkien: Hoktong or Oktong. (Read Tulay, 
March 7, 2000 issue.) 

14. Cebu is 0 0 . Suwu in Mandarin and Sokbu in Hokkien came 
from the Cebuano word sugbu, literally meaning waves. Contemporary 
Tsinoys continue to use Sokbu, staying true to the original Cebuano term. 

Cebu is quite well known in early Chinese documents. The Ming Annals, 
East West Ocean, Qing Dynasty Compendium, Compass Directions 2 inAm 2 inY 
other documents used different characters to refer to Cebu, but all retain 
the Hokkien phonetics e.g. DD.DD.DD.DD.DD- 

15. D D D D Maguindanao. 

16. 0 0 So-lok. Both Maguindanao and Sulu are common in Chinese 




history books and other maps. Maguindanao is a province in Mindanao. 
Like Cebu, the place is mentioned in many records like the Ming Dynastic 
Annals, Compass Directions, East West Ocean and others but again, using 

different characters - D DDD.DDDD.DDDD.DDDD - Sulu, 

on the other hand, has been extensively mentioned in the Ming Annals and 
other ancient Chinese records. 

Some of the Philippine place names in the Selden Map are similar to East 
West Ocean, Eavorable Winds Ancient Records (which is just a compilation 
of other ancient records). However, not all the places in these three maps 
are included in the Selden Map. Some names appear in one or two books 
but do not appear in others. Hence, we cannot conclude that the Selden 
Map was based on any of these books. 

The map manufacturer or else the person who caused the manufacture or 
preparation of the Selden Map must be very familiar with the Philippines. 
Bigger areas like Lubang and Mamburao were not included in the map but 
the more obscure Maricaban was included. This bolsters the conclusion 
that the map manufacturer is not just familiar with the place names but 
also with Philippine history. iP 

(Condensed and revised from an academic paper published in the Journal of History, 2015). 
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In search of cattle 
slaughter pitQ n D 


By Meah Ang See 


A team of researchers from Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran headed 
to Cagayan Valley and llocos in January 2016 to find out 
more about locations No. 5 Lam-Ong and No. 6 Thay Gu 
Khang. Initial research was conducted by Conor Urn Dunham at 
the National Library, National Archives, University of Sto. Tomas 
archives and the Archdiocesan Archives of Manila. 

The trip north was more of a search (or maybe a treasure 
hunt) than research. 

Lam-Ong (D D ) 

With the only clue to this location being a Catholic church 
in 1570, this was the starting point of the research. Internet re¬ 
search did not reveal anything. Dunham's initial archival research 
revealed churches in the Ylocos and Cagayan regions dating from 
the 1590s onwards, but none in the 1570s. 

A conversation with Dr. Jimmy Soria, historian based in 
University of Northern Philippines-Vigan, gave a new direction. 
During the conversation, I gave him all the possible permutations 
of the Chinese characters for No. 5 0 D Nan-Wang (Mandarin), 
Nam-Ong or Lam-Ong (Hokkien). Soria immediately connected 
Nam-Ong with Namuac, Sanchez Mira, Cagayan Valley. 

With this new information, an easy Internet search with 
keywords "Namuac old church" revealed "Nagsimbaanan," the 
ruins of an old church erected in 1595. The National Historical 
Institute (now Commission) inscribed an historical marker at the 
ruins in the 1990s. 

During the search, the main objective was to solidify theories 
regarding places we have found. Could Namuac be Nam-Ong? 
Evidence found at the site strengthens this theory: 

•There was a church merely 30 years after the Spanish 
settled in the country; 

•The church was called Simbahanng Pata. Pata was the first 
village in Cagayan that received Christianity; 

•The church was situated right beside the Pata River; 

•The path of the wide river led directly into the ocean, with 
the Pata Lighthouse in Claveria standing watch. 

Because other parts of the map strongly indicate inclusion 
of trade routes, we can extrapolate that majority of the map's 
locations were included because of healthy trading activities in 
the area. Unless proven otherwise, the evidence heavily tips the 
scales toward establishing that Nam-Ong is Namuac. 

Thay Gu Khang (D D D ) 

Our initial theory is that this might be Rancho in Santa, llocos 
Sur. However, while in Namuac, we chanced upon a Barangay 
Kamestizoan. With our other research interests about all things 
Chinese in the Philippines, we were curious about the loca¬ 
tion and sought out the barangay captain to inquire about the 
barangay's history. 


Barangay Kamestizoan doesn't seem to have anything to do 
with the Chinese in the Philippines. The barangay captain claims 
the name was derived from mestizo/mixed-breed horses in the 
area. However, he did point us to our next research mtetesi-thay 
gu khang or cattle slaughter pit. 

He instructed us to go to Barangay Pagpartian in Vigan. The 
barangay was established because of the common trade in the 
area, pagpartian, the llokano word for slaughtering. Currently, a 
cement building painted pale pink stands as the modern slaugh¬ 
terhouse. The slaughterhouse cooperative donated a portion of 
its property for a small barangay hall and gym-type assembly 
area whose walls depict different trades that dominated Vigan's 
economy, including weaving and farming and cattle slaughtering, 
where herds of livestock were brought to this house to be killed. 

Outside the slaughterhouse is a small tributary, on whose 
banks stand tableaus of two main trades in the area - slaughter¬ 
ing and weaving. Could this river have been used for trading as 
well? Having had no time to follow the river through to a bigger 
body of water, this evidence is not yet conclusive. 

The team next headed to Rancho, Santa, llocos Sur where 
we interviewed three elders in the community. They claimed that 
the name Rancho has nothing to do with cattle or slaughtering. 
What is clear to all three men was that even before the area 
came to be called Rancho, it was a very active trading port. A 
map of the area revealed that the small islet of Rancho juts out 
from the main island of llocos Sur. North and south of the islet 
is already the West Philippine Sea. Those from Northern llocos, 
Aparri and all the way northeast from Tuguegarao and those from 
La Union (llocos Sur up to 1850) and Pangasinan who wanted 
to trade with the main island of llocos Sur purportedly passed 
through Rancho, after which other middlemen would ferry the 
goods across a very small tributary into the main island (ap¬ 
proximately 500 meters to cross). 

Thus, the name was derived from a verb - nag-rancho - 
meaning "went off to the small islet to find a job." The elders' 
stories made our theory about Thay Gu Khang fizzle out. 

Next steps 

The search continues. With information found about Nam- 
Ong, we could continue gathering evidence to further strengthen 
the theory that this is Namuac. Interviews with llocos and 
Cagayan historians are crucial at this point as they will point 
us in new directions and give us new clues to follow. Another 
intriguing search is about No. 3 Ge Tho Meng, which other 
ancient Chinese records say is in San Fernando, La Union. But 
is it possible that it refers to the Bantay Abot Cave in Pagudpud, 
llocos? This is a subject for future sleuthing. 

- With Conor Urn Dunham 














































